
 

Bean Bag Toss Game  

 

 

Well, summer is starting to wind 

down, and kids are getting ready to 

start back to school or have 

already started.  I know this 

because Shari’s little boy Cameron 

has just started the third grade (it 

seems like yesterday he was a 

toddler joining us on the set of our 

show room by room).  Autumn is 

definitely creeping into the air, and by looking at the calendar I can see that 

October is looming just ahead. 

 

This gave me an idea for a building a great game for the fall.  I want to 

suggest to you a project that the whole family can enjoy and be involved in 

building. One that is not only fun but is very popular during the football 

season.  I’m sure that you have all seen or even played the game.  It’s known 

by many names but I will call it Bean Bag Toss.  It is a simple game using 

bean bags that you toss onto an angled platform with a hole cut into it.  The 

object of the game is to toss the bean bag into the hole to score points. I 

know there are lots of versions that are available to purchase as well as 

build, but I would like to throw my bean bag into the ring so to speak.   

 

A very good friend of mine was visiting my home recently and he brought 

with him, his family’s version of the bean bag toss game.  My buddy Jon, 

had built his version using detailed plans his grandfather Arthur Emmet or 

Poppy to his family, had passed on to his family and friends.  Now the true 

history and origin of this game is one that is really not established, I’m 

willing to bet that everyone’s grandfather had a version and rules of this 

game of  there own, but I was going to stick to Poppy’s.  Just the fact that 

Poppy was born in 1894 in North Eastern Pennsylvania of English- Welsh 

decent lets me know that his version has at least been around for quite some 

time. 

 



 

 

 

 

The game is constructed out of 

any type of lumber you desire, 

Jon chose to build his out of 

select pine since he knew he was 

going to stain and seal it.  For our 

project I have decided to use ½ 

inch plywood, it can be painted 

and is easy to work with. 

 

 

 

Important Note: 

Just like the familiar horseshoes or lawn darts, each team has a bean bag 

toss board of their own.  Therefore, you will be making two boards! 

 

Materials List: 
4ft x 4ft x 1/2inch birch plywood 

1” x 2” x 8 ft pine board 

Wood glue 

Hammer and finish nails or nail gun and compressor 

Carpenters square 

Pencil 

Compass 

Circular saw 

Miter saw 

Drill with a 1/2inch spade bit or drill bit 

Jig saw  

Fabric and beans – or purchase bean bags 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Instructions: 
 

1Using a circular saw, cut the 

½ inch ply to a dimension of 48 

inches in length by 12 inches 

wide, placing a 1” x 2” piece of 

pine for a guide will ensure nice 

straight cuts.  

Make two passes using the 

circular saw to give you two top 

platforms and two support 

boards.  

 

 

2 Cut the top platform and 

support boards using a miter saw 

or circular saw to a length of 24 

inches for the top platform board 

and 12.5 inches for the support 

boards.  You will have two 

boards of each length.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Sand all the edges smooth 

with 120 grit sand paper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

4 Working with the two top 

boards, measure in from the 

shorter edge 9 inches.  At this 

location find the center of the 

board by measuring in 6 inches 

from the side, and make a mark.  

 

 

 

 

5 Draw a circle that measures 7 

inches in diameter using a 

compass.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6 Cut out the circle by first drilling 

a small hole within the circle using a 

drill with a ½ spade bit or drill bit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

7 Then, using a jig saw with a 

scroll blade, cut out the circle.  

Sand the circle smooth using 

120 grit sandpaper.  

 

 

 

 

 

8 Now to assemble the boards, 

attach the support board to the top 

platform using wood glue and 

finish nails.  

 

 

 

 

 

If you have a nail gun and 

compressor, this will be a snap.  

Notice that the longer top board 

overlaps the edge of the support 

board and you nail through the 

top into the edge of the support 

board.  The boards will be at a 90 

degree angle from each other, 

and the measurements of the 

support board give the top 

platform the perfect pitch. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

9 Cut two 1” x 2” pine boards 

that will run from the bottom of 

the support board to the bottom of 

the top platform to give the game 

stability and strength.  Attach from 

the top and side using wood glue 

and nails. The angle cut can be 

determined by laying the game 

boards on the side of the 1” x 2” 

and marking with a pencil.   

 

10 Sand all the edges smooth 

and stain, or paint the platform 

to the color of your choice.  

Finish up with a couple coats of 

polyurethane so that the game 

will last for years and years.  

This is where the kids can have 

some fun, paint the boards their 

school colors or favorite sports 

team.  (photo 13) 

 

For the bean bags, they should be about 6 inches square and should weigh 

about a pound.  Each player will need 3 bags each and they should be a 

different color fabric.  Sew the edges of the material wrong side out leaving 

a small hole to put in the beans (which can be dried corn or beans), turn the 

bag right side out, fill with beans and sew the opening shut.  Of course, I did 

check the internet and there are many sites that you can order bean bags 

from, if you opt not to sew your own. 

 

 

 



 

As far as the game rules, since this game is a little smaller than the current 

modern versions, place the game about 20 feet apart.  Each player takes a 

turn tossing one bag at a time standing behind or even with the game board.  

To score, you must go through the hole which scores one point.  The kicker 

is the last one to score gets all the points.  So if I make two “holes in one” 

but Jon only gets one, but it is the last one in, Jon gets 3 points. 

 

I tell you, Jon and I spent 

about 3 hours playing this 

game the other night and 

we had a blast.  A tip of 

the ole bean bag to Poppy! 

 

Matt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


